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Dorcas Hardy, Chair
White House Conference on Aging Policy Committee
4350 East-West Highway, 3rdFloor
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Ms. Hardy:

Thank you for sharing with us the resolutions and other information generated by the 2005 White
House Conference on Aging. We like the theme ofthe conference-The Booming Dynamics of
Aging: From Awareness to Action. You have asked us to review the resolutions discussed by the
1,200 White House Conference on Aging delegates, to identify those we consider to be the most
important to our state, and to describe what actions we expect to take over the next ten years on
our top resolutions.

To begin with, we support several ofthe resolutions that require federal action. These include the
following:
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Resolution WHCOA Description of Resolution
# Ranking

17 1 Reauthorize the Older
Americans Act within six
months.

50 4 Strengthen and improve the
Medicaid Program for seniors.

51 5 Strengthen and improve the
Medicare Program.

19 15 Develop a national strategy
for promoting elder justice
through the prevention and
prosecution of elder abuse.

9 30 Modernize the SSI Program.
10 41 Strengthen the SSDI Program.



Here are the top resolutions we have identified for action here in Maine, along with the actions
that are being taken and/or are under consideration:

Resolution WHCOA Description of Resolution Maine Actions
# Rankin

30 2 Develop a coordinated, . Update needs assessment
comprehen-sive long-term data.
care strategy by supporting . Seek/implement federal
public and private sector Transfor-mation grants.
initiatives that address . Conduct study of direct care
financing, choice, quality, workers.
service delivery, and the paid . Review/update LTC
and unpaid work force. policies.

. Continue to involve

interested parties in policy
planning.

42 7 Promote innovative models of . Update needs assessment
non-institutional long-term data.
care. . Seek/implement federal

Transfor-mation grants.
. Conduct study of direct care

workers.
Review/update LTC policies.

36 8 Improve recognition, . Implement related actions in
assessment, and treatment of Maine's state health plan.
mental illness and depression . Conduct pilot projects.
among older Americans. . Assess the 2006 report of

the Department's Joint
Advisory Committee for
Select Services for Older
People and incorporate its
recommendations as
appropriate.

20 18 Encourage community . Encourage/participate in
designs to promote livable projects by University of
communities that enable Maine, Keeping Seniors
aging in place. Home, and others.

21 34 Improve the health and . Encourage/participate in
quality of life of older projects with various
Americans through disease stakeholders.
management and chronic care . Build on existing
coordination. community networks.



There is one more resolution we think is really important and relates particularly to the overall
theme of the White House Conference-Resolution 66 (promoting broad policy readiness and
engagement for the demographic future). This will be one of our top priorities in Maine in
coming years. It is our experience that policymakers and the public have a general, rather fuzzy
understanding of the Baby Boomer-generated elder-wave that is washing over us. However, we
think that many more people must have a much clearer picture of what this means. In fact, the

23 53 Improve access to care for . Encourage/participate in
older adults living in rural projects by Area Agencies
areas. on Aging, Community

Action Programs, University
of Maine Center on Aging,
and others.

26 25 Encourage the development . Ensure that Department of
of a coordinated federal, state, Health and Human Services
and local emergency response develops a clear and widely
plan for seniors in the event of understood plan for
public health emergencies or addressing the avian flu and
disasters. other emergencies.

38 28 Promote economic . Promote/engage in
development policies that collaboration among Office
respond to the unique needs of Elder Services,
of rural seniors. Department of Economic

and Community
Development, Maine
Development Foundation,
municipalities, and others.

48 14 Expand opportunities for . Implement Maine's federal
developing innovative Transformation grant.
housing designs for seniors' . Encourage/participate in
needs. projects by University of

Maine, Keeping Seniors
Home, and others.

58 27 Expand integrated aging and . Apply for federal support to
disability resource centers expand upon three networks
nationwide. that already exist.

60 6 Coordinate prevention of . Work with Maine's Adult
financial crimes against Protective Services
semors. Program, Superintendent of

Banking, banking
community, Maine Office of
Consumer Credit
Regulationlaw enforcement,
and elder advocates on
strategies and training.



elder-wave involves many facets-each with its own picture-that we must understand. It affects
the social, health, economic, and legal threads of the fabric of our society here in Maine and
beyond. It not only means that we must address the housing, health, behavioral health, long term
care services, legal, financial, and employment needs of more and more elders. It also means
that we need to craft solutions to prevent some of our small, rural towns from disappearing
altogether, as they end up with more and more old people and fewer and fewer young people.

Finally, I'd like to let you know that we will be holding a Blaine House Conference on Aging
here in Maine in September 2006. The ideas flowing from this event will playa key role in
shaping our work regarding Maine's elders.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Very Truly Yours,

~,-v~-
ohn . aldacci

Governor


